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Dosing and Administration of Long-Acting Cabotegravir 
When Used as Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis 

Summary 

• Prior to initiating long-acting cabotegravir (CAB LA) for pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) 

cabotegravir tablets may be used as an oral lead-in to assess tolerability 

o Alternatively, clinicians may decide to directly initiate PrEP with CAB LA 

• After administering 2 initiation doses of CAB LA 1 month apart, the medicine is 

administered every 2 months thereafter. 

• Cabotegravir tablets are available to use as oral PrEP in individuals who will miss planned 

dosing with CAB LA by more than 7 days. 

• How to resume or re-initiate CAB LA after planned or unplanned missed dose can be found 

below in Table 1. 

• Important Safety Information and Boxed Warning can be found in the Prescribing 

Information and can also be accessed from the Our HIV Medicines section of 

viivhealthcare.com/us. 

To access additional scientific information related to ViiV Healthcare 
medicines, visit the ViiV US Medical Portal at viivhcmedinfo.com. 

Individuals must have had a documented negative HIV-1 test, in accordance with applicable guidelines, 
prior to initiating, and during PrEP with, CAB LA.1 

Prior to starting CAB LA, individuals should be carefully selected to agree to the required dosing 
schedule and counselled about the importance of adherence to scheduled dosing visits to help reduce 
the risk of acquiring HIV-1 infection and the development of resistance.1 

ORAL LEAD-IN1 

When used for oral lead-in (to assess tolerability), cabotegravir tablets are recommended for 
approximately 1 month (at least 28 days) prior to the initiation of CAB LA to assess tolerability to 
cabotegravir.  

If the oral lead-in is not used move directly to the initiation injections. 

INITIATION INJECTIONS1 

The recommended initial dose of CAB LA is a single 600 mg/3 mL intramuscular (IM) injection. If oral 
lead-in has been used, the first injection should be planned for the last day of oral lead-in or within 3 
days thereafter. 

One month later, a second 600 mg/3 mL IM injection should be administered. Individuals may be given 
the second 3 mL injection up to 7 days before or 7 days after the scheduled dosing date. 

CONTINUATION INJECTIONS1 

After the second initiation injection, the recommended continuation injection dose is 600 mg/3mL 
administered IM every 2 months. Individuals may be given injections up to 7 days before or 7 days after 
the scheduled dosing date. 

https://gskpro.com/content/dam/global/hcpportal/en_US/Prescribing_Information/Apretude/pdf/APRETUDE-PI-PIL-IFU.PDF
https://gskpro.com/content/dam/global/hcpportal/en_US/Prescribing_Information/Apretude/pdf/APRETUDE-PI-PIL-IFU.PDF
https://viivhealthcare.com/en-us/viiv-hiv-medicines/medications-and-treatments/
https://www.viivhcmedinfo.com/?MIContent=ViiVRSP
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Figure 1. How to Initiate CAB LA for PrEP 

 

*OLI may be used to assess tolerability prior to starting CAB LA. 

OLI = oral lead-in; CAB = oral cabotegravir tablets; CAB LA = long-acting cabotegravir; IM = intramuscular 

 

MISSED INJECTIONS1 

If a continuation injection of CAB LA is delayed by >7 days, cabotegravir tablets may be used to replace 
one scheduled injection visit. For oral PrEP durations >2 month, an alternative regimen is 
recommended. 

The first dose of oral PrEP should be taken 2 months (+/-7 days) after the last injection dose of CAB LA. 
Injection dosing should be planned to resume on the last day of oral PrEP or with 3 days thereafter. See 
Table 1 for details. 

If a patient does not take oral PrEP to replace a CAB LA injection visit and wishes to take CAB LA again 
the recommendations in Table 1 still apply. Patients who are not adherent to CAB LA should be re-
evaluated to determine if the medicine is still appropriate for them and confirmation of HIV-negative 
status is recommended. 

Table 1. Injection Dosing Recommendations After Missed Injection or Following Oral PrEP to 
Replace an Injection 

Time Since the Missed 

Injection 

Recommendation 

≤1 month 
Administer one 600 mg/3 mL injection as soon as possible and 
continue with the every 2-month injection dosing schedule. 

>1 month 
Restart the individual on one 600 mg/3 mL initiation injection, followed 
by a second 600 mg/3 mL initiation injection one month later. Then 
follow the every 2-month injection dosing schedule. 

Some information contained in this response is outside the approved Prescribing Information. 
This product is not approved for the use described. This response is not intended to offer 
recommendations for administering this product in a manner inconsistent with its approved 
labeling. 

In order for ViiV Healthcare to monitor the safety of our products, we encourage healthcare 
professionals to report adverse events or suspected overdoses to the company at 877–844–
8872. Please consult the attached Prescribing Information. 

This response was developed according to the principles of evidence-based medicine and, 
therefore, references may not be all-inclusive. 
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